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Guyana says farewell to Dr Jagan

After an extended period of mourning, count-
less tributes, and an unimaginable collective
outpouring of grief and solidarity Guyana,
last Wednesday, said farewell to President
Cheddi Jagan.

From the time Dr Jagan suffered his heart
attack to the time of his cremation, his illness
and passing received unprecedented coverage
on radio and television, as people throughout
Guyana and further afield, became nervously
and sadly engrossed in the events.

For two and a half hours last Monday morning
Guyanese of all races, classes and political per-
suasions remembered praised and prayed for
their former president at the official state fu-
neral ceremony.

Prayers were said by representatives of the
Christian, Muslim and Hindu faiths.

Bishop Randolph George who represented
the Christian Community thanked God Dr
Jagan’s example as an outstanding leader in our
publi® affairs, as a husband, as a father and as

&

For two days there was an unending flow of Guyanese from all walks of life through State House to pay their respects to Dr Jagan

a friend. “We thank God for his abundant gifts
of personality, his complete integrity and his
boundless enthusiasm in championing the
cause of the less fortunate, his foresight, his
courage. We thank God for the richness of the
quality of his life,” the Bishop said. also prayed
for all who mourned Dr Jagan’s death espe-
cially his wife Janet, his family and relations.

Most other speakers’ recollections of Dr Jagan

were of him being one of the most relentless
fighters for social justice and freedom from
external domination.

Minority leader and one of Dr Jagan’s more

ardent political adversaries over the years,
spoke of him as part of a historical continuum
of remarkable Guyanese men.

Mr Hoyte also suggested that Guyanese

should work together in a spirit of unity and
generosity as a tribute to the late president.

Many of those who travelled to Albion for the

cremation of Dr Jagan remarked that one of the
more outstanding features of the events there

Guyana says Farewell

At the same time Dr Jagan’s party which had
no deputy nor obvious successor now has to
appoint a new leader. :

One person could fill both positions but- it
could well be two different people.

Informationn Minister Mr Moses
Nagamootoo has been quoted as saying that Dr
Jagan’s wife Janet is the front runner to replace
her husband as party leader. With a general
election due in nine months it is believed that
Mrs Jagan could be a good drawing card follow-
ing successful precedents such as Mrs Corazon
Aquino and to a lesser extent Violetta
Chomorra, Benezir Bhutto and Rajiv Ghandi.
Janet Jagan is also the longest serving member
of the ruling party and the person closest to the
late President. Pundits say she is also the one
most likely to continue his policies.

However at seventy-five, and with her own
health problems the question of the leadership
of the party is likely to remain an open one for
several days to come. .

was the almost totally dignified behaviour of the
enormous crowds. It was clear that the massive
influx of people from all over Guyana was much
greater than anticipated. Yet the various cere-
monies went exceptionally smoothly once the
crowds had been assured that they all would
have been allowed to pay their last respects.

At 1.10 pm on Wednesday afternoon almost
seven days after his death Dr Jagan’s son Joe and
daughter Nadira lit the funeral pyre on which his
body had been placed. Thus began the final stages
of this delayed cremation ceremony.

With Mr Sam Hinds taking up the reins Guy-
ana now has to adjust to a new President who
may not be a member of the party which won
the general elections yet he has executive pow-
ers to appoint and dismiss cabinet members.

One of the first people the new President has
to select is a Prime Minister who will also be his
constitutional successor.
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Moments
We Will
Remember

One PPP leader is reported in the press as
saying that per capita the funeral of Dr Cheddi
Jagan was the biggest in the world. At first
glance the statement looks more like an emo-
tional rather than a factual observation. How-
ever after taking a number of variables into
account the opinion may not be an exaggera-
tion.

From the time the body ias placed at State
House for viewing going through the ceremony
at Parliament building through the journey at
Albion, then the second phase of the viewing of
the body at Albion until the final act of crema-
tion the total count of participants and observ-
ers has been estimated to have been in the
vicinity of 250.000 persons. As a percentage of
the population this means about 40 per cent of
Guyana may have turned out to see Dr Jagan.

The funeral of Dr Jagan has created history in
the Caribbean. But that comes as no surprise
because the man himself created history.

After witnessing this momentous funeral one
is tempted to repeat the words of Dr Jagan’s son
and daughter when they told their interviewers
that Guyana will never again witness such an
out pouring of numbers and emotions. Dr
Jagan’s daughter was more guarded. She said
maybe not in the next 100 years.

It is a plausible statement to make to say that
Guyana and the Caribbean will not for a long
time experience an event such as Dr Jagan’s
funeral in terms of the sheer weight and volume
of participants and observers.

There are many heroes whose last rites will -

make history and many names will easily come
to mind.

But the numbers though they made history do
aot tell the whole story of this wondrous event.

The funeral of Dr Jagan saw a strange cultural
trait which one would think was common to other
lands rather than English speaking Guyana. But
when we speak of the English speaking Caribbean
we tend to forget the existence of eastern culture
in Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago.

As the procession moved eastward on its jour-
ney to Berbice human emotions showed phe-
romenal shapes. At Industry a woman and her
child threw themselves in front of the military
vehicle bearing the body of the late president.
The traffic escort had to rescue both mother
and child.

The event was repeated at Enmore and again
the police escorts were on hand to save the day.
Then for a third time we saw thij attempt at
human sacrifice at Canje.

Finally Dr Jagan got his wish from the Guya-
nese people. A wish he appealed for his entire
life. His funeral cemented different people with
different racial and cultural backgrounds.

The unity of the races in a monumental show
of respect for this great man was best exempli-
fied in the Afro-Guyanese village of Buxton.
Here the people requested the procession to
stop so that they too could directly participate
in administering the last rites.

It is now up to the nation to let this multi-ra-
cial glow burn brightly and burn forever.

ROUND AND
ABOUT _ wim

Fr Terence Petry

I FIRST READ OF CHEDDI JAGAN in
1953 when the English “DAILY MAIL” had a
front page headline: “What is going on in Brit-
ish Guiana?” Jagan and Burnham were de-
picted as trouble-makers, appealing at hugely
attended meetings for the people to rise up and
demand an gnd to colonial rule. As we know,
the Governor called for troops to restore order,
the Constitution was suspended and British
Guiana would have to wait 13 more years be-
fore it became independent and changed its
name to Guyana. :
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AT THE TIME OF COURSE, I never knew
I would spend over 40 years in this country,
getting to know the people and like all our
priests being at the service of all.

My first parish when I arrived in this country
in 1956 was at Kitty with Father Ellis. He had
spent some years at Port Mourant and told me
something of those years in Jagan’s birthplace.
At a public meeting there, Father interrupted
Jagan over some point, and the local supporters
turned on him. Cheddi said “Let the Father

__speak, we have free speech here.” Thatis alittle
anecdote that I remember, and it seems typical
of Jagan’s attitude. He was never vindictive nor
did he ever show malice.
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EVEN IN THE YEARS of opposition,
Cheddi Jagan was a giant figure in the history
of Guyana. He is truly a hero whose memory
will live on in the hearts of the people and in the
history books still to be written.
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